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Weaving Together Real Life and History to Create Fiction

Presenter:  Faythe Dyrud Thureen, author of the middle grade novel Jenna’s Big Jump, recipient of the Jeanette Fair Memorial Award in Minnesota, also a North Dakota Flickertail Honor Book; and Troll Meets Trickster on the Dakota Prairie, a picture book for all ages, recently performed at the Hjemkomst Festival in Moorhead. Examples will be drawn from these books in the seminar.

The format for the writing project presented in this seminar will be That February in 1947, an unpublished manuscript by Thureen.  Following the reading of this story, the presenter will indicate how writing teachers can guide their students in creating historical fiction. The process will involve selecting a year in the past; researching events that took place at that time; interviewing relatives and friends; deciding on the red threads to hold the plot together; and selecting cultural elements from the era (music, literature, speech patterns) that bring the story to life, support the thesis, and advance the plot.

The target audience for the work of fiction will be discussed.  Teachers may choose to encourage their students to produce stories aimed at elementary school children. A follow up activity may be visits to elementary schools to share the completed works.

Some teachers and schools may be interested in publishing an anthology of the stories.   

In addition to providing students with tools and skills for writing, this project has potential to stimulate student interest in family and regional heritage. Enterprising faculty and students who share the stories with the media will undoubtedly experience the satisfaction of encouraging community building and contributing to the preservation of history.

Questions and creative suggestions from participants are expected to enhance discussion. 

Suggested length of time:  Two hours divided by a 12 minute break

Presenter’s honorarium and travel expenses
Book Sales and Signing:  

       
Faythe Thureen’s books, Jenna’s Big Jump and Troll Meets Trickster on the Dakota Prairie, 

       
will be available for sale at a reduced, school visit price.

CONTACT INFORMATION           Faythe Dyrud Thureen 


fthureen@aol.com / www.trollmeetstrickster.com / www.faythethureen.com
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